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1. Pledge of Allegiance 

  (Pledge of Allegiance)  

2. Roll Call 

 PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Roll.   

 Roll Call:  Tobin, Jean-Francois, Johnson, 

Kleiner, Green, Witt, Masi, President Rodrigues. 

3.   Approval of Minutes   

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Okay.  Approval of 

minutes. 

  ALDERMAN:  So moved. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  We have a motion by 

Alderman Kleiner.  We have a second?  Alderman Kleiner. 

  ALD. KLEINER:  Okay.  I'd -- I'd like to make a 

motion that we put off approving the minutes for -- until 

next meeting. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  A motion to table for 

review. 

  ALD. MASI:  Second. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Second by Alderman Masi.  

All in favor? 

  ALDERMANS:  Aye. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  All right.   

4.  Correspondence, Communications and Reports 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Correspondence. 

  RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:   Good evening.  



 COMMON COUNCIL - 08/15/2023   4 
 
 

AMERICAN LEGAL TRANSCRIPTION  (845) 452-3090 

We've received a letter from the Middletown Housing 

Authority notifying the City that their Board of 

Directors has appointed Toni Keys to take over as the 

Executive Director position after Elizabeth Parker has 

retired. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Received and filed. 

  RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  We have the 

July Municipal Shelter inspection report. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Received and filed. 

  RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  And we have a 

standardized notice form for providing 30 day advance 

notice to a local municipality or community board for a 

liquor license for Heritage Restoration Properties also 

known as Clemson Brothers Brewery. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Okay.  Forward to the 

police department and corporation counsel. 

  RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  And that's it. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Okay.   

5.  For the Good of the City 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  For the Good of the City, 

anyone would like to address the Council, please step 

forward.   

  DAVE MADDEN:  Good evening, gentlemen.  Thank 

you for the opportunity to come up here and speak.  My 

name is Dave Madden and the co-director of the 17th 
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Annual Marshall & Sterling Insurance Run for Downtown 

which will take place Saturday morning here in the City 

of Middletown. 

  A little brief history.  We started this back 

in 2006.  And to date we have donated back just under 

$150,000 to various projects in the City including a 

$15,000 donation to the restoration of the Fireman Joe 

statute that will be revealed probably September/October 

of this year which is exciting. 

  Going into this year's event, we've had the 

best year of sponsorship.  Our sponsors are turning out 

in droves.  We expect the same with our participants.  We 

expect there to be 5 to 6 hundred runners and walkers 

taking part in the Run for Downtown.  Each of them, one 

of them bringing  another couple people back for the 

post-race festivities.  And we invite all of you to 

partake in everything that's happening down here Saturday 

morning. 

  The walkers are gonna start at 8:45.  The 

runners are gonna start about 9:00 in the morning.  The 

post-race festivities start at 9:30 and will go until 

noon.  And we invite all of you and all of the residents 

of the City of Middletown to come out, support this great 

event, celebrate our community, cheer the runners on, 

cheer the walkers on, and take part in everything that we 
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have going on here.  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Thank you.   

Anyone else who would like to address the 

Council? 

6. Remark of Mayor

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Okay.  Remarks of Mayor. 

JOSEPH DESTEFANO, MAYOR:  Good evening.  

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  You can't say that. 

JOSEPH DESTEFANO, MAYOR:  On the screen you'll 

see the Moody's report which was issued by, obviously, 

Moody's Investment Services.  First I want to 

congratulate Leonora on a job well done.  Not only did we 

maintain our A1 credit rating and I did forward this to 

the Council.  I believe you all have received and 

reviewed it, but there was many positive comments in the 

report regarding the City operations including the 

spending that we've been closely scrutinized over the 

years, our strong fund balance, and strong and not only 

growing fund balance also, and the strong budget 

performances which is something that we've been very 

proud of and we've worked very diligently on, both, the 

administration and, of course, you as a Common Council. 

Some negatives in it are, of course, the -- as 

cited by Moody's is the City's resident income is below 

the national average.  And they look at that as a 
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negative.  And also they reference the -- the debt 

situation of the City.  But during the report, again, 

this year, our interview with Moody's and Leonara and the 

group that we were doing the presentation with, other 

city department heads, we made a point of pointing out to 

them that this debt -- and they -- and they already had 

this, by the way.  But we emphasized the debt is mostly 

related to water and sewer operations.  And the water and 

sewer operations are the business, basically, of the 

City.  It's our business model of selling water and sewer 

and it's the revenue generator as we go forward. 

So Moody's then separates the water and sewer 

debt from the general fund debt and we're in much better 

shape when we go to that -- when we look at that model. 

So Moody's felt it was practical and didn't 

make a recommendation and did give us a A1 rating.  I -- 

I saw Leonara did distribute bond ratings for, I think, 

some of the other communities in the county and I think 

we were competitive on the -- on the rate that we were 

given. 

So we're doing -- we're doing our best with 

managing our taxpayer's funds.  And I think the -- the 

report will be available if not available online already.  

Rick can make it available on our website for the public 

to review.  And if they have any questions, we certainly 
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will address the questions directly to -- to the public.

Next is the Night Out Against Crime.  Chief 

Ewanciw, Jackie Welch was the coordinator.  It was a 

great event, well attended.  Probably the best one in 

quite a few years from -- from my viewpoint of 

attendance.  I want to thank all the agencies that 

participated and, of course, all the police officers and 

I saw Jeff Thoelen, Lieutenant Thoelen.   

I almost got knocked over by the police dog 

during a demonstration.  I think he's getting a little 

older now, Chief.  I don't think you can handle that dog 

attacking your arm.  But it's worth your while, I think, 

if -- if you weren't there to watch one of these canine 

demonstrations because it is absolutely amazing to see 

because we're making those investments in these -- in 

these areas.  So that's one night they do the 

demonstration for the public to see.  And it's really 

impressive. 

But the overall operation, but more or less 

with the interaction between the police and the -- and 

the community was very impressive.  It was a beautiful 

night out.  And Thrall Park is a great location for the 

event.  And -- and many agencies participating with us. 

Next is Dave Madden was just up here regarding 

the Run for Downtown.  And he told you about the sponsors 
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this year have really stepped up to the plate.  And we 

really appreciate all of the multiple donations that have 

been made by the Run for Downtown over the years.  As you 

know, the clock in Run for Downtown park was also one of 

the gifts and paying for part of the pavilion in the 

backyard area of Erie Way Park.  So all this money that's 

raised, called Run for Downtown is -- these monies are 

invested back in downtown.  So the more people that 

participate, the more sponsorships, the more the 

donations come, but it's also a great community event. 

  This year the Middletown School District under 

the direction of Superintendent Creedon is doing a 

sensory program, a race, a short race and also offering 

some program -- programming.  And Marshall & Sterling, of 

course, is the -- is the sponsor.  So we want to thank 

them for being the prime sponsor.  But they're also 

multiple sponsors.   

  And we encourage you that you don't have to be 

a runner or a walker to participate in the post-race 

festivities.  Please come downtown or view the race from 

your neighborhood if you can.  But remember 9:30, the 

festivities are 9:45.  Festivities start downtown.  And 

there's music, live music.  And I think you'll enjoy the 

-- the morning on a Saturday morning. 

  Next is the inspection parade.  Chief Barber 
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will probably touch on it more.  The night before is the 

inspection night.  Hopefully all have responded to the 

invitation.  If you're able to attend the inspection 

night, we would appreciate you as members of the Council 

attending.  But on the 7th is the parade.  And as you 

know, we only do it every three years now.  So I'm sure 

the Chief has some good plans in place for it to be a 

successful parade.  And I want to thank the volunteers 

and the members of the Middletown Fire Department for 

organizing. 

And that's all I have for tonight.  Do you have 

any questions of me? 

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Any questions for the 

Mayor? 

JOSEPH DESTEFANO, MAYOR:  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  All right.  Thank you. 

7. Remarks of the Department Heads

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Remarks of the Department 

Heads, Economic Development.  Trying to hide in the back.  

Yeah. 

MARIA BRUNI, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Good 

evening, everyone.  Just to go off of Run for Downtown, 

it's Rock, Roll, Run weekend because Friday night we have 

Asia featuring John Payne at the Paramount Theatre.  So 

we made this part of the whole Run for Downtown weekend.  
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So the concert is at 8:00.   

But also Thursday night we have a free outdoor 

concert at Run for Downtown Park.  And Friday night we 

have the Friday night concert is going to be held at Run 

for Downtown Park along with Asia at the Paramount.  And 

then the run on Saturday morning. 

So there's a lot going on this weekend.  We 

hope everyone comes out and enjoys the finally beautiful 

weekend that we're supposed to have.  I don't want to 

jinx now.   

But, yeah, so that's all I have for tonight.  

If -- just come and enjoy the festivities and all the 

great music this weekend.  Any questions? 

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Any questions for Maria?  

MARIA BRUNI, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  DPW Commissioner. 

JACOB TAWIL, DPW COMMISSIONER:  Good evening, 

all.  So we haven't -- I haven't seen you for the month, 

so most of you.  So I'm gonna go through the projects. 

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  We all missed you. 

JACOB TAWIL, DPW COMMISSIONER:  And -- and I'm 

just gonna zip through them.  And then if you have any 

questions, please stop me and then I will address them or 

I can address them at the end of the comments, whatever 

you would like. 
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Number one, Alderman Masi, before you -- before 

you leave us, reservoir levels 92 percent which is -- 

which his good.  We're keeping them -- we're keeping them 

low and you have to be able to be able to work on the 

dams. 

The reservoir study by CDM Smith is moving 

along very well.  We've done one jar testing using 

hydrogen peroxide which ultimately, hopefully, we're 

hoping that it will be used in lieu of cooper sulfate 

because the City has been using cooper sulfate for -- for 

decades now for controlling algae and we're trying to 

find an alternative.  So hopefully that will work out.  

So we've done one jar test.  We don't have the results 

yet.  And we're looking to do another jar test along with 

the different sampling for temperature, PH, acidity and -

- and so on throughout the profile of all the reservoirs. 

Before you tonight, there is an added 

Resolution for CDM Smith to do a survey of the bottom of 

the reservoirs to see how much actual sediment has 

accumulated over the years because we have not done this 

for -- for God knows when the City last -- last had done 

this, the profile of the bottom of the reservoir to see 

how much sediment we have and what shape they are in and 

all that stuff.  So that's about $10,800.  So we'd 

request that you endorse it.  That will be added to the 
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fees for the study CDM is doing for about $140,000. 

  Highland Avenue tank, we're getting ready to 

take the tank offline, so that it will be painted.  So 

the residents of Vincent Drive and Sproat Street and in 

that area they have a certain pressure zone.  That 

pressure zone is gonna fluctuate now starting -- starting 

today as a matter of fact.   

  We had to isolate the tank and adjust open 

different pressure zones in there to feed it and 

hopefully keep it balanced.  So we're trying to keep the 

pressure -- right now we're keeping the pressure a little 

bit higher than normal, but we'll see how it goes. 

  About a month ago we kept the pressure high and 

we had several water main breaks like in two days, so 

when the pressure was too high.  So now we're adjusting 

it down.  We have different way of doing it and we'll see 

how it goes.  Hopefully we're not gonna have too many 

water main breaks and things will move smoothly until the 

water is back online.  The water storage tank, Highland 

Water storage tank is back online. 

  Before you tonight, we're requesting two 

resolutions awarding the contract to the placement for 

the construction of replacement of Mountain Avenue tank 

and High Barney tank.  Both of those tanks are in very 

bad shape.  As you know, you know, the story, so we're -- 



 COMMON COUNCIL - 08/15/2023   14 
 
 

AMERICAN LEGAL TRANSCRIPTION  (845) 452-3090 

we're here now.   

  There is about $1 million grant and the rest, 

the balance of it is subsidized state-revolving fund to 

spend the money on those two projects.  So we're very 

happy with that and hopefully -- hopefully it's gonna -- 

it's gonna work out very well for us. 

  Shawangunk Dams and -- and Kinch Dam, we had -- 

the weather hasn't been helpful for us with the rain and 

especially for Kinch.  And a lot of delays happen, but 

the project is moving along very well.   

  Tomorrow -- yesterday and tomorrow we're gonna 

be replacing, basically, within the gatehouse of the 

Shawangunk Dam.  That's where we would draw the water.  

There are valves in there.  They date back to the 1900 

when the dam was constructed.  So we're in the process of 

replacing them.  Started today with a diver and then 

tomorrow and the day after until we get the job with 

replacing those valves.  And that would be huge for us 

because before when we were trying to control the flow 

between the reservoirs it was wishy-washy all the time.  

We were afraid that the valves are gonna break.  We're 

not gonna be able to operate them and so on.  So that 

would be a bigger lead for our water department once we 

have the brand new vales in there in the Shawangunk Dam 

intake house. 
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  Parking garage design, before you there's a 

Resolution tonight.  But what I'm gonna update you on is 

the actual design started, design work started.  And 

we've done the soil borings.  Clark Patterson Lee (CPL) 

have done the soil borings.  So that project is moving 

along.  And hopefully we will get the grant very soon for 

it, otherwise, we may have to put the brakes on it until 

the grant is there.  But I think the Mayor is requesting 

the appropriate from -- temporary borrowing for that 

project. 

  Highland and Monhagen Dams, DC, also they are 

under -- they're over us in order to update engineering 

assessment and to see if we need to do the same thing 

we've done for Shawangunk and Kinch Dams if we're gonna 

do the same thing upgrade the Monhagen and the Highland 

Dams because they are a Class C high hazard dams.   

  So we've done the boring.  CTM (phonetic) is 

doing -- leading that project, the consultant with soil 

borings to find out what kind of soil there is.  And then 

we will conclude the study very soon, come up with 

accommodation and we'll see where we go from there. 

  A 20-inch high pressure water main, we're 

trying to finalize that.  We have some legal issues.  

We're trying to iron them out between us and the 

contractor and the engineer.  Hopefully, that will be 
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resolved very soon. 

  We have two other grants in there for Phase 2 

and Phase 3 of that same water line, finished water line.  

We're in contact with EPA in order to cement and -- and 

guarantee the grant.  The grants they're about $3.5 

million each.  And the last conversation we had with them 

is we have to do an RFQ, request for qualifications, from 

-- for consultants.  And we're gonna be working on that 

and putting it out soon.  And hopefully we will be 

successful in obtaining the grant once we go through 

that. 

  Milling and paving, you see our crews in there.  

That's different from the traffic operation.  The milling 

has been completed and now paving is expected for this 

year is expected to be concluded by the end of next week 

weather permitting.  Like today's weather in there, 

although it was just drizzling, it wasn't really raining 

hard, we could not pave, so we lost the whole day. 

  So tomorrow we're gonna be paving Oak and -- 

and then South Street.  And this way Dave can relax, so 

all his route will be paved and he can run without -- 

without tripping or stumbling all over the rough surface, 

yeah.  Absolutely.  So hopefully that will be completed 

tomorrow, but you will have before Friday because the 

Mayor he was jumping up and down to make sure that is 
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accomplished.  And it will be accomplished. 

Traffic operations, as you can see it, I don't 

have to tell you, construction is all over the place.  

Boyce is really putting crews all over and -- and they're 

accomplishing a lot.  And I'm very happy with the 

progress of this project and they're really moving along. 

We're gonna be accepting some private streets 

from private developments such as Sunrise Hills and 

Magnolia Park.  All these are private right now, but very 

soon they're gonna be dedicated to the City and then the 

City will start plowing them and start -- and then the 

mail will be delivered to their individual homes, 

whatever agreement they have with the post office.  And 

we'll be able to pick up the garbage in those locations 

as well and distribute our garbage carts. 

Cutting the grass, we generated about 28,000, 

29,000 just cutting people's grass and there who are not 

complying with our code.   

And I would conclude at this point if you have 

any questions for me. 

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Any questions for Jacob?  

All right, Jacob.  Thank you. 

JACOB TAWIL, DPW COMMISSIONER:  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Fire Chief. 

NICK BARBER, FIRE CHIEF:  Good evening, 
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everybody.  I'll touch on Fireman Joe.  I also got to 

thank Dave and Anne in the Run for Downtown for a 

generous donation.  Without their help and the City's 

help it would never have transpired. 

  The work being done on Fireman Joe is awesome.  

The work she's doing is coming out fantastic.  Right now 

they are waxing it, putting a coat of wax over it for the 

mold.   

  We've been going -- myself and Chief Randy 

Maclean has been going there once a week and doing the 

inspections on it and it's been coming out fabulous. 

  I don't know if it's gonna make the deadline.  

There's a couple hurdles we're going through right now.  

But it might be a week or so late.  It is what it is.  So 

I'd rather have it done right than rush it than have to 

do it again in 20 years when I'm not around so. 

  I want to thank -- we've been having a hard 

time finding the granite for this -- for the base.  

Talked to Richard McPhilips.  He came through.  And he's 

actually located the granite base for us.  They're gonna 

set it, do the footing for it and everything, so it's 

gonna come out wonderful.  And he did it within he budget 

so.  So I've got to give thanks to him. 

  Unfortunately, Run for Downtown, I was the lead 

head guy running for the fire department, but something 
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pulled in my muscle -- in my leg.  I can't do it, so 

Andrew Green is gonna step in and take over for me.  So 

to the fire department, good luck, guys.  We've got to 

take on the mechanics again and hopefully some other 

competitors.  And hopefully we bring the trophy back to 

Middletown.  It's never left my house, but we don't want 

anybody to know that.   

  Our bird simulator is up and running.  I invite 

any counsel member, the Mayor to come on out and see it 

in action.  It's phenomenal.  It's really doing a good 

job for the firefighters here in the City of Middletown, 

teaching them a lot.  And if you come out, we'll teach 

you how to read the smoke and everything else.  It's 

doing great.  I appreciate Senator Skoufis with the grant 

money and the City coming up with the rest of the money.  

And so everything's helping out. 

  That's all I have.  If there's any questions. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Any questions for the 

Fire Chief.  All right, Chief, thank you. 

  NICK BARBER, FIRE CHIEF:  Thanks. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  City Treasurer.  

  LEONORA LIZ, CITY TREASURER:  Hi, good evening, 

everyone.  I have a Resolution in front of you today for 

the renewal of our bond for 2023 portion.  It's $25 

million.  A portion of that is to renew last year's bond.  
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And a portion of that is to fund our 2023/2024 capital 

plan that was in the agenda for last minute meeting.   

So like the Mayor said, we were awarded the bid 

based on our credit rating.  We had a meg 1 credit rating 

which is top for bond short-term rating and the A1 for 

bond.  So for this year, we decided to go with the bond 

rating.  And it is at a competitive rate with our 

neighbors, City of Newburg, Town of Wallkill.  We were 

right there with the 3.5 percent interest.   

So if you have any questions for me.   

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Any questions?  No 

questions. 

LEONORA LIZ, CITY TREASURER:  All right.  Thank 

you. 

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Thank you.   

Police Chief. 

JOHN EWANCIW, POLICE CHIEF:   Good evening, 

Council.  I just want to piggyback on a few things that 

the Mayor mentioned about night out.  First and foremost, 

Sergeant Walsh did an outstanding job.  Just wanted to 

publicly recognize her for that.  And as Chief Barber 

said, Senator Skoufis has come along for us as well with 

funding.  He's funded a good portion of our night out, 

both this year and last year.  So we'd like to thank him 

as well for that.  As well as the school district, 
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they've been instrumental in providing food for us for 

not just that event, but many of our other outreach 

events. 

July 17th, Officer Barone was awarded the New 

York State Chiefs of Police Officer of the Year Award.  

We presented that to him in Albany.  It was the same 

night at the last council meeting.   Him and his family 

came up.  Great -- great outpouring of support and 

whatnot for him.  And am very proud of him for -- for 

everything he did that day.  Although it doesn't change 

anything, it's -- it's nice that he's recognized. 

We're actually in the planning process of a 

community barbeque, ourselves, Parks and Rec, the school 

district, many of the local businesses.  It's gonna be 

September 9th from 1 to 5 at Davidge Park.  This will be 

the third year.  It's been a great turnout the last two 

years.  It's grown each -- each year.  Hopefully you guys 

will come out and join us that day.  It's a great event. 

In regards to the Run for Downtown, I just want 

to remind people especially in the downtown and along the 

race route that there will be some areas of no parking 

and street closures.  The last thing we ever want to do 

is tow cars.  So we'll do our best to try to alleviate 

that, but we do ask for cooperation from the residence. 

And then my last item is something that's been 
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near and dear to many of you.  And we've had many 

conversations is the traffic enforcement.  I just want to 

give you some insight.  As of July 31st this year year- 

to-date from the previous year, the department is 49 

percent increase in traffic enforcement issuing summons.  

I'm hoping that you're seeing that -- that difference.  

I'm hoping that you're hearing from your constituents 

that we're addressing some of the concerns.  You know, it 

is something that we take very serious trying to find 

solutions.  I do feel that enforcement is the primary 

solution.  And I'd like to thank my members for stepping 

up hearing the concerns and addressing that -- those 

issues for you and for the city as a whole. 

Other than that, I have nothing unless you have 

something for me. 

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Any questions for the 

Police Chief?  Thank you, Chief.   

Superintendent of Recreation. 

RAELYNN BERTHOLF, SUPERINTENDENT OF RECREATION: 

Just a few things as Mr. Howard Avery makes his 

way up.  Our summer program, our camps are wrapping up.  

Seven long weeks of camp, but everything went smoothly 

besides a few little issues that were handled in house. 

We have a week-and-a-half left of playgrounds 

and pools left for the summer. 
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Our fall programs are all going up on Bass 

(phonetic) today.  They just went up for our registration 

site.  So everything is up for fall and we're still 

adding a few more programs also. 

Before you tonight we do have acceptance of a 

few donations that we received.  The first donation is -- 

blew my mind when the chief came into the office that 

day.  We were all completely shocked.  We had no clue.  

Mr. Howard Avery donated $10,000 to the recreation 

department.  We are completely floored by this.  His love 

for the recreation department runs deep.  He was a 

previous employer of us, one of the best employees.  A 

night cleaner, would come during the day no matter what 

we needed.  The long summer days when we were in dire 

need of ice cream cake from Carvel, we could definitely 

count on Howard to go and get that. 

But Howard loves the City.  He loves 

Middletown.  He love the kids.  So that $10,000 donation,  

he wanted to make sure it went towards camp scholarships 

for the youth in town that can't afford to go to camp.  

And is definitely gonna be put to good use next year to 

allow other kids to attend camp. 

And he also did make another donation.  And I 

want the chief to come up. 

JOHN EWANCIW, POLICE CHIEF:  So as Raelynn 
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mentioned, she called me a little over a month ago and 

had me stop by the office to see Howard.  I was 

overwhelmed when I got there and he presented me with a 

check for $10,000 for the PBA as well.  His gratitude is 

tremendous.  I know back when you guys were on Academy 

Avenue when we would train out of that building, you 

would provide my -- my staff with coffee and donuts.  I 

don't know why you brought donuts to the cops, but they 

enjoyed it.  So we appreciate it. 

And I know you had mentioned to me that you 

would like to see that money go back into the community 

for youth programs.  So I relayed that to the PBA.  

Unfortunately, they're on vacation, so they couldn't be 

here to recognize you and thank you.  But on their behalf 

I would like to thank you for everything you've done, not 

just for the City, but that donation is outstanding, 

like, more than I would have ever guessed anybody would 

do.  So it shows your commitment to this community.  

Thank you so much. 

HOWARD AVERY:  You're welcome. 

JOHN EWANCIW, POLICE CHIEF:  And I do have just 

a couple of tokens for you just to show a little 

appreciation.   

JOSEPH DESTEFANO, MAYOR:  Yeah.  The Council 

President, if you can come down with the -- we also have 
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to make a presentation to Howard on behalf of showing our 

thanks to you for your commitment, not only your years of 

service as an employee, but also the generous donation, 

both, to the recreation department and to the PBA, so a 

small token of our appreciation.   

RAELYNN BERTHOLF, SUPERINTENDENT OF RECREATION:  

Again, thank you, Mr. Howard Avery, we do appreciate 

that. 

Another donation was given from the CSA 

Retirees.  Every year they use our picnic shelter and 

have an annual retiree picnic and they take up a 

donation.  And every year they also donate that towards a 

camp scholarship. 

And, also, the last two donations are from Pat 

and Kelly Kennedy and Lola Caldwell in memory of Patricia 

Keys.  Her grandson, Anthony Bush, currently works at 

sports camp.  He's been there for the last few years.  

And Anthony would tell me his love that his grandmother 

had for kids was tremendous.  And countless stories that 

after camp he would constantly talk to her about the kids 

at camp and how he was voted best counselor last year by 

the kids and actually by the staff. 

So we're very thankful that and gracious that 

his family chose to request that any donations are made 

to the Parks and Rec in her memory to be used towards 



 COMMON COUNCIL - 08/15/2023   26 
 
 

AMERICAN LEGAL TRANSCRIPTION  (845) 452-3090 

camp scholarships also.   

  Any questions? 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Any questions? 

  RAELYNN BERTHOLF, SUPERINTENDENT OF RECREATION: 

All right.  Thank you. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  All right.  Thank you. 

  City Clerk. 

  RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  Good evening, 

everybody.  I would just like to start with acknowledging 

that we received a report a few minutes ago that Channel 

20 was out and was broadcasting the Port Jervis school 

board meeting.  It was not an issue on our end, it was 

with the cable company and they have since resolved it.  

So we apologize to the folks watching at home.  You can 

always see the full meeting on our website, 

middletownny.gov. 

  Which brings me to our other exciting news.  On 

August the 1st, the City launched a brand new redesigned 

website with a new web address.  Our website is more 

interactive than ever before.  I think it has a lot more 

information that it did before.  We are continuing to 

update it and organize it, so the folks in our community 

and our constituents, your constituents will be able to 

access all the information they need to get to know 

what's going on in the city, to understand what goes on 
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in our meetings, and to be aware of the events that are 

taking place in the community. 

As the Council found out this afternoon, you 

can subscribe to any one of a number of different modules 

and parts of the website to get automatic updates when 

that part of the website is updated from meeting 

calendars and event postings to agendas.  Everything is 

there at your disposal in a neat and organized fashion.  

And we are excited about it.  That's part one of our 

rebranding launch of the website. 

Coming online in the next few months to all our 

city officials and the city employees, we'll be migrating 

to middletownny.gov email addresses.  No more looking to 

explain what a hyphen is to some folks and we're excited 

about that. 

And the other thing that we are doing next 

week, we will be launching an online dog registration 

portal to bring more of our services to our community 

that cannot be here in the city between 8:30 and 4:30. 

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Okay.  Any questions for 

the City Clerk?  All right.  Thank you. 

8. Public Hearings and Grievances

(None this evening) 

9. Petitions and Complaints

(None this evening) 
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10. Remarks of Alderman

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Remarks of Alderman, 

Alderman Masi. 

ALD. MASI:  So many exciting things going on in 

Middletown.  I want to thank everyone for them starting 

out with Leanora.  Thank you for taking care of our 

money.   

Thank you very much for the donation.  It's 

very helpful to the recreation department and to the 

police department.   

And the Maddens, thank you for being so 

involved.  Maria, the chief, recreation, Jacob, 

everyone's doing a fantastic job.  And I -- I know as an 

elected official, I certainly appreciate it.  So I just 

want to say thank you to all of you. 

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Alderman Witt. 

ALD. WITT:  Thank you very much.  This is -- 

this is kind of old news, but I think is relevant to our 

-- our community and our audience when they get a chance 

to watch this.  I just want to share, people may not 

realize that long time Times Herald-Record community 

columnist Barbara Bedell passed away on July 27th.  So 

she was 87 years old and spent 46 years as the Time -- at 

the Times-Herald record writing about all good stuff all 

the time.   
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She was a tremendous friend of the veterans.  

She was a friend of service organizations.  She 

introduced us to people who didn't look like us, who 

didn't live like us, who didn't pray like us.  And we all 

had a chance to meet these folks as members of our 

community.  And there wasn't a lot of that.  Barbara -- 

Barbara sold newspapers.  And I know that comes across as 

something that people say as a bad thing.  Well, they're 

just trying to sell newspapers, you know.  But that's the 

idea of the business.   

And she did it for a long time.  And she was a 

great lady.  And I think her last column was Eater Sunday 

on 2019.  And -- and, I mean, that -- that's -- she was 

one of the last ties.  I mean, this community and -- and 

communities -- the Record in its prime covered, you know, 

three -- three different or three counties; Sullivan, 

Ulster, and Orange.  And she was relevant in all of them.  

And that's the goal when you get in that business to be 

relevant and she definitely was.   

So she passed away at 87 years old.  She was a 

great lady.  Thanks for listening. 

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Thank you. 

 Alderman Green. 

ALD. GREEN:  Yeah.  There's a ton tonight that 

you heard that the saying it takes a village, it takes a 
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city, I think, and everyone in here, you know, can -- can 

really see that from all the comments and presentations 

this evening. 

Mr. Avery, that just amazing mind-blowing 

donations are phenomenal.   

And Dave and Anna, what you've done for the 

City over the years, it's just -- it's not, you know, 

everyone up here in -- in every department and City Hall, 

but it's everyone throughout the City who really makes us 

as great as we are.  So thank you everyone for that. 

I do want to say to Rick, an amazing job on the 

website.  I know what that takes.  And it's amazing now 

to be able to go on your phone even.  Mobile is 

phenomenal.  I know it was kind of rough before.  But 

more websites are on mobile now than ever before, so 

that's great. 

Night Out was an awesome, awesome time.  It was 

packed.  I don't even know.  We're gonna have to expand 

Thrall Park eventually if we keep doing things there, so 

watch out for that.  But it was -- it was a great event.  

I know every kid who was there had a smile on their face 

and everyone was just learning so much about the City and 

what the police department and other departments 

throughout the City do. 

I'm looking forward to the Run for Downtown.  
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Chief, we'll do our best.  You know, you know, if you 

never give the trophy it's always here.  So I think 

that's the way that we're gonna look at it for right now.  

But, no, we'll have a great time.  Hope to see everyone 

out there.  I know the party afterwards it's going to be 

phenomenal.  It always is, but it's always nice to take 

part in the race.  And for once I'm not coming home from 

vacation the day before, so I have a little time to, you 

know, fast for four days so, we'll have some fun.  

Thanks. 

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Alderman Kleiner. 

ALD. KLEINER:  Thank you.  And thank you, Kevin, because 

on -- on the top of my list was Barbara Bedell.  And the 

word for Barbara was community.  And she cared about the 

whole community.  There were places she wouldn't go and 

things she wouldn't cover because they didn't include 

the whole community.  And she just stuck with that. 

But the thing you don't realize about Barber 

and -- and we were, you know, politically opposites.  It 

didn't make a bit of difference with Barbara.  But what 

she was was she was extremely talented to put out that 

column every single day.  It's just amazing.  And -- 

and, yes, she did have a particular soft spot for 

veterans, but she -- she cared for every group and she 

brought them 
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all together.  And -- and she did it remarkably well.  

And always if there was a group and it was a Barbara 

Bedell picture, everybody was where they were supposed to 

be because if Barbara said you line up here, you lined up 

there.  She just was amazing.  And we -- we really have 

missed her.  And she -- she was the paper.   

I mean, Chris Farlekas was another heart for 

the veterans too.  But we -- it's -- it's a big whole in 

the community that we don't have and no one has yet 

filled.   

We also since the last meeting lost Tom Swirsky 

was, among other things, he was a 4th Ward Alderman in 

Middletown.  But his family had -- when we went to high 

school, a lot of times where you went for lunch was the 

North Street Delicatessen.  And that was his father, Joe 

Swirsky's pride and joy and the best roast beef 

sandwiches you ever had were at the North Street 

Delicatessen.  So Tom also worked at Bays (phonetic) and 

Prylock (phonetic) and, you know, people who know 

Middletown from the old days will really miss him too. 

Howard Avery, I just was blown away when I saw 

the contribution.  And I can't thank you enough.  It's 

always -- when we were at Academy Avenue in any event, if 

you needed help with anything Howard was there.  He was 

out at the playgrounds.  He was everywhere.  And it's -- 
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it's just -- it's an amazing tribute to Middletown and I 

thank you very much. 

Our next Council meeting is September 5th, so 

we will see you then.  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Alderman Johnson. 

ALD. JOHNSON:  Thank you.  I'll join my 

colleagues and thanking you as well in your investment in 

our children.  And I'm sure they'll pass it on, so we 

appreciate that very much. 

And to the Maddens and (inaudible) for the 

weekend plans, it doesn't happen by itself, does it, 

Maddens?  So thank you for all the hours you put in for a 

nice morning of entertainment for our community and for 

raising some money.  Me personally I'll be at my day job, 

but I'll be there in spirit.  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Alderman Jean-Francois. 

ALD. JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Yes, good evening.  I also 

had the opportunity to attend the Night out Against Crime 

like the Mayor mentioned.  It was a great event.  And the 

one thing I like the most about the National Night Out is 

when the police department is engaged with our community 

especially nowadays it's very crucial to see that.  I 

just hope that we could have that more often.  And I know 

it takes a lot of time, a lot of effort to organize that 

event, but I wish we could have that more often.  It be 
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great for our community and this planet that we live in. 

Commissioner, on behalf of 4th Ward 

constituents and Sparrow and I, especially the street 

department and everyone that's involved, I saw the list 

for the paving especially for the 4th Ward.  You've got 

Adams Avenue, Bedford Avenue, Budd Avenue, Dubois Street, 

Earl Street, Engle (phonetic) Street, Randall Terrace, 

and South Street.  The only question I have is South 

Street is gonna be paved to the city line?  I forgot to 

ask you that earlier? 

JACOB TAWIL, DPW COMMISSIONER:  No, I 

appreciate that.  Actually, the part from South Street 

from the college from Fulton, actually, all the way to 

city line is gonna be taken off the list because of 

conflict with the college. 

ALD. JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Okay. 

JACOB TAWIL, DPW COMMISSIONER:  So South Street 

and Waywaywanda, we're not going to be doing them because 

they were scheduled to start on the 28th.  And that's the 

week where the college is going to start.  And they 

requested from the Mayor that we don't really disturb 

that.  So we can't delay it.  It's gonna be a mess.  And, 

you know, so we'll just -- we're gonna take out 

Waywaywanda Avenue, South Street, and Bidford as well. 

ALD. JEAN-FRANCOIS:  Okay. 
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JACOB TAWIL, DPW COMMISSIONER:  But we have 

tons of roads on -- on the 4th Ward still and all the 

construction that's taking place on Dolson Avenue, 

Fulton, and so on. 

ALD. JEAN-FRANCOIS:    All right.  I just want 

to thank you guys in advance.  You guys always do a great 

job.   

And also I'm looking forward to downtown, Run 

for Downtown.  Thank you. 

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Alderman Tobin. 

ALD. TOBIN:  A lot of people to thank tonight 

which is a good thing.  And I think it also has to do 

with the leadership of the Mayor as well.  I mean, it 

takes -- he creates an environment where people can get -

- come up with ideas and run with them literally.  I 

imagine the Madden family approached the Mayor at one 

point and was like let's do this Run for Downtown and he 

agreed to it.  And it really turned into an amazing 

thing.  So thank you for all the time you put into that 

and Maria and the whole team. 

I'd like to thank Leonara for the great rating.  

I know that's also hard to manage the budget, to keep 

that A1 rating which really saves the taxpayers money 

when we go out to borrow money. 

Chief Ewanciw, the Night Out Against Crime was 
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excellent.  The smiles on the kids' faces was worth it.  

Just seeing everybody running around having fun.  And all 

the different community groups are a part of it.  It 

really was a community event. 

Commissioner Tawil, the streets look great.  I 

love the crosswalks.  You know, everybody is telling me 

how nice downtown looks with the new sidewalks and the 

crosswalks.  Those are great. 

And I'd like to thank the people that made 

donations especially Howard Avery for that -- those 

generous donations to the City.  Thank you for the 

philanthropy.  I know and especially your commitment to 

the youth.  

And finally thank the Clerk for launching the 

new website.  I know that you've been working on it a 

long time, had a lot of ideas and bring us into the 21st 

Century here.  Thank you. 

11. Unfinished Business

(None this evening) 

12. New Business.

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  All right.  New business. 

RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  Good evening.  

We have a Resolution sponsored by Alderman Green to grant 

a 30-day notification waiver for the New York Alcoholic 

Beverage control law to the House of Birra, LLC. 
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PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Motion by Alderman Green, 

seconded by Alderman Kleiner.   

Quick question.  What's the address? 

RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  120 -- 125 

Dolson or 180 Dolson? 

MALE SPEAKER:  Good evening.  It's 125 Dolson 

Avenue at the Campbell Plaza.  It's Unit 29. 

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Okay.  Thank you.   

Anyone else have any questions?  Roll.  

Roll Call:  Aye:  Tobin, Jean-Francois, 

Johnson, Kleiner, Green, Witt, Masi; President Rodrigues.  

Carries. 

RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK: Resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Masi authorizing Amendment Number 1 

in the amount of $10,850 from CDM Smith for water quality 

study. 

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Resolution sponsored by 

Alderman Masi, seconded by Alderman Johnson.  Any 

discussion?  Roll.  

Roll Call:  Aye:  Tobin, Jean-Francois, 

Johnson, Kleiner, Green, Witt, Masi, President Rodrigues.  

Carries. 

RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Witt authorizing an agreement with 

Civic Plus for an Agenda Management Solution. 
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PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Resolution sponsored by 

Alderman Witt, seconded by Alderman Green.  Any 

discussion?  Roll.  

Roll Call:  Aye:  Tobin, Jean-Francois, 

Johnson, Kleiner, Green, Witt, Masi;  President 

Rodrigues.  Carries. 

RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Kleiner accepting donations from 

Howard Avery and the CSEA Retirees for Recreation and 

Parks scholarships. 

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Resolution sponsored by 

Alderman Kleiner, seconded by Alderman Johnson.  Any 

discussion?  Roll.  

Roll Call:  Aye:  Tobin, Jean-Francois, 

Johnson, Kleiner, Green, Witt, Masi; President Rodrigues.  

Carries. 

RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Johnson accepting donations from 

Patrick and Kelly Kennedy and Lola Caldwell in memory of 

Patricia Keys. 

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Resolution sponsored by 

Alderman Johnson, seconded by Alderman Jean-Francois.  

Any discussion?  Roll.  

Roll Call:  Aye:  Tobin, Jean-Francois, 

Johnson, Kleiner, Green, Witt, Masi;  President 
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Rodrigues.  Carries. 

RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Johnson authorizing the temporary 

barring of $2.5 million from the general fund for parking 

garage projects on South Street. 

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Resolution sponsored by 

Alderman Johnson, seconded by Alderman Green.  Any 

discussion?  Roll.  

Roll Call:  Aye:  Tobin, Jean-Francois, 

Johnson, Kleiner, Green, Witt, Masi;  President 

Rodrigues.  Carries. 

RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Jean-Francois authorizing short-

term borrowing in the amount of $25,193,982. 

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Resolution sponsored by 

Alderman Jean-Francois, seconded by Alderman Masi.  Any 

discussion?  Roll.  

Roll Call:  Aye:  Tobin, Jean-Francois, 

Johnson, Kleiner, Green, Witt, Masi;  President 

Rodrigues.  Carries. 

RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Tobin authorizing a $669,952.91 

budget transfer to reimburse the water fund. 

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Resolution sponsored by 

Alderman Tobin, seconded by Alderman Johnson.  Any 
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discussion?  Roll.  

Roll Call:  Aye:  Tobin, Jean-Francois, 

Johnson, Kleiner, Green, Witt, Masi;  President 

Rodrigues.  Carries. 

RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Masi authorizing a budget transfer 

totaling $59,179 to cover some costs of the 23/24 capital 

expenditure plan. 

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Resolution sponsored by 

Alderman Masi, seconded by Alderman Tobin.  Any 

discussion?  Roll.  

Roll Call:  Aye:  Tobin, Jean-Francois, 

Johnson, Kleiner, Green, Witt, Masi;  President 

Rodrigues.  Carries. 

RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Witt authorizing a $1,732.91 

payment to Don Paris for ARPA consulting and report 

filing. 

PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Resolution sponsored by 

Alderman Witt, seconded by Alderman Jean-Francois.  Any 

discussion?  Roll.  

Roll Call:  Aye:  Tobin, Jean-Francois, 

Johnson, Kleiner, Green, Witt, Masi;  President 

Rodrigues.  Carries. 

RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  Resolution 
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sponsored by Alderman Green authorizing street closures 

for the '23 Fire Department parade. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Resolution sponsored by 

Alderman Green, seconded by Alderman Kleiner.  Any 

discussion?  Roll.  

  Roll Call:  Aye:  Tobin, Jean-Francois, 

Johnson, Kleiner, Green, Witt, Masi;  President 

Rodrigues.  Carries. 

  RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  Resolution 

sponsored by Alderman Kleiner awarding the Mountain 

Avenue and High Barney Road water tank replacement to DN 

Tanks LLC of New York. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Kleiner? 

  RICHARD MCCORMACK, CITY CLERK:  Kleiner. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Resolution sponsored by 

Alderman Kleiner, seconded by Alderman Green.  Any 

discussion?  Roll.  

  Roll Call:  Aye:  Tobin, Jean-Francois, 

Johnson, Kleiner, Green, Witt, Masi;  President 

Rodrigues.  Carries. 

13.  Local Laws 

  (Nothing this evening)    

14.  Audit of Claims and Accounts 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Audit. 

  ALD. MASI:  Mr. President, I move the accounts 
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be audited, the claims be adjusted and the City Treasurer 

be authorized to issue warrants for their payments. 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Resolution sponsored by 

Alderman Masi, seconded by Alderman Johnson.  Roll.  

  Roll Call:  Ayes: Tobin, Jean-Francois, 

Johnson, Kleiner, Green, Witt, Masi, President Rodrigues.  

Carries. 

15. Adjournment 

  PRESIDENT RODRIGUES:  Move for adjournment. 

  ALD. MASI:  So moved. 

(PROCEEDING CONCLUDED) 
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12.2 Resolution Authorizing Amendment #1 in the amount of $10,850.00 from CDM Smith for a 
Water Quality Study 

12.3 Resolution Authorizing an Agreement with Civic Plus for an Agenda Management Solution 

12.4 Resolution accepting donations from Howard Avery and CSEA Retirees for Recreation and 
Parks Scholarships 

12.5 Resolution accepting donations from Patrick & Kelly Kennedy and Lola Caldwell in 
Memory of Patricia Keys 



12.6 Resolution Authorizing the Temporary Borrowing of $2,500,000 from the General Fund for 
the Parking Garage Project on South Street 

12.7 Resolution Authorizing Short-Term Borrowing in the Amount of $25,193,982 

12.8 Resolution Authorizing a $669,952.91 Budget Transfer to Reimburse the Water Fund 

12.9 Resolution Authorizing Budget Transfer totaling $59,179 to Cover Some of the Costs of the 
2023-2024 Capital Expenditure Plan 

12.10 Resolution Authorizing a $1732.91 Payment to Don Paris for ARPA Consulting and Report 
Filing 

12.11 Resolution Authorizing Street Closures for the 2023 Fire Department Parade 

12.12 Resolution Awarding the Mountain Avenue and High Barney Road Water Tank 
Replacement to DN Tanks, LLC of New York 

13. LOCAL LAWS

14. AUDIT OF CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS

14.1 Resolution Authorizing the Accounts be Audited, Claims Adjusted, and the Treasurer be
Authorized to Issue Warrants for their Payment 

15. ADJOURNMENT



CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 

By Ald. Green 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 
Ald. Tobin X

Ald Jean- 
Francois 

X 

Sec'd by Ald. Kleiner 
Ald. Johnson X

Date of Adoption: August 15, 2023 Ald. Wray X 

Ald. Kleiner X 

Index No: TABLED 
Ald. Green X

Ald. Witt X

Ald. Masi X

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X

Total 
8 1 

Accept the Minutes of June 20, 2023 

ATTACHMENTS: 
06.20.23 CC Minutes.pdf 



CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 

By Ald. Green 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 
Ald. Tobin X

Ald Jean- 
Francois 

X

Sec'd by Ald. Kleiner 
Ald. Johnson X

Date of Adoption: August 15, 2023 Ald. Wray X 

Ald. Kleiner X

Index No: 164-23 
Ald. Green X

Ald. Witt X

Ald. Masi X

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X

Total 
8 1 

Resolution to grant a 30-day Notification Waiver as per the New York Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Law to House of Birra, LLC 

Whereas, Bambuco A Taste of Columbia, LLC at 125 Dolson Avenue, Middletown NY has 
requested a waiver of the thirty (30) day notification requirement set forth in Section 64(2)(a) of the 
New York Alcoholic Beverage Control Law, and 

Whereas, the Middletown Police Department has reviewed and approved said request for a 30-day 
waiver, 

Therefore be it resolved, that the City of Middletown, NY has no objection to an On-Premises Liquor 
License being granted to House of Birra, LLC, for the business located at 125 Dolson Avenue, 
Middletown, NY 10940 and does hereby grant the 30-day notification waiver. 
ATTACHMENTS: 
House of Birra Liquor Lic Request.pdf 

COMMON COUNCIL
CITY OF MIDDLETOWN

CERTIFICATION OF RESOLUTION

I, Richard P. McCormack, City Clerk and Common Council Clerk of the City of Middletown, do hereby certify that I have 
compared the foregoing copy of this resolution with the original on file in my office, and that the same is a true and correct 
transcript of said original resolution and of the whole thereof, as duly adopted by said Common Council at a meeting duly called 
and held at City Hall on 8/15/23 by the required and necessary vote of the members to approve the resolution.

WITNESS My Hand and the Official Seal of the City of Middletown, New York, this _______day of ________, 2023.
__________________________
Richard P. McCormack
City Clerk/Clerk of the Common Council   



CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 

By Ald. Masi 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 
Ald. Tobin X

Ald Jean- 
Francois 

X

Sec'd by Ald. Johnson 
Ald. Johnson X

Date of Adoption: August 15, 2023 Ald. Wray X 

Ald. Kleiner X

Index No: 165-23 
Ald. Green X

Ald. Witt X

Ald. Masi X

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X

Total 
8 1 

Resolution Authorizing Amendment #1 in the amount of $10,850.00 from CDM Smith for a 
Water Quality Study 

RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the Board of Estimate 
and Apportionment and authorizes the attached Amendment #1 from CDM Smith, dated June 22, 2023 
in the amount of $10,850.00 for the following: 

a bathymetric survey to be performed at each of the three reservoirs 
to provide documentation of the water depths 
to help with locating collection sites for sampling of the reservoir sediment 

RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the Board of Estimate 
and Apportionment and authorizes the Treasurer to transfer $10,850, in the following manner, to cover 
the cost of the proposed work. 
FROM AMOUNT TO
H.0843.900
2012 WTP General Expense

$10,850.00 
F.8340.400
Reservoir Water Quality Study

ATTACHMENTS: 
MEMO-_BOE_CDM_SMITH_PROPOSAL_AMENDMENT_1_WATER_QUALITY_STUDY.pdf 



CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 

By Ald. Witt 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 
Ald. Tobin X

Ald Jean- 
Francois 

X

Sec'd by Ald. Green 
Ald. Johnson X

Date of Adoption: August 15, 2023 Ald. Wray X 

Ald. Kleiner X

Index No: 166-23 
Ald. Green X

Ald. Witt X

Ald. Masi X

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X

Total 
8 1 

Resolution Authorizing an Agreement with Civic Plus for an Agenda Management Solution 

RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the Board of Estimate 
and Apportionment and authorizes the attached agreement with Civic Plus in the amount of $7437 for 
an Agenda Management Solution. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes the Mayor to sign the agreement. 

ATTACHMENTS: 
Middletown NY- CivicClerk statement of work - 06092023.pdf 



CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 

By Ald. Kleiner 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 
Ald. Tobin X

Ald Jean- 
Francois 

X

Sec'd by Ald. Johnson 
Ald. Johnson X

Date of Adoption: August 15, 2023 Ald. Wray X 

Ald. Kleiner X

Index No: 167-23 
Ald. Green X

Ald. Witt X

Ald. Masi X

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X

Total 
8 1 

Resolution accepting donations from Howard Avery and CSEA Retirees for Recreation and Parks 
Scholarships 

RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the Board of Estimate 
and Apportionment and accepts the following donations for use toward Recreation and Parks 
Scholarships: 

$10,000.00 from Howard Avery 
$150.00 from CSEA Retirees 

RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the Board of Estimate 
and Apportionment and authorizes the Treasurer to deposit the donations into account A.2705.07 
Summer Camp Scholarships. 

ATTACHMENTS: 
8-10-23 BOE.pdf



CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 

By Ald. Johnson 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 
Ald. Tobin X

Ald Jean- 
Francois 

X

Sec'd by Ald. Jean-Francois 
Ald. Johnson X

Date of Adoption: August 15, 2023 Ald. Wray X 

Ald. Kleiner X

Index No: 168-23 
Ald. Green X

Ald. Witt X

Ald. Masi X

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X

Total 
8 1 

Resolution accepting donations from Patrick & Kelly Kennedy and Lola Caldwell in Memory of 
Patricia Keys 

RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the Board of Estimate 
and Apportionment and accepts the following donations for use toward Recreation and Parks 
Scholarships: 

$50 Donation from Patrick and Kelly Kennedy (in Memory of Patricia Keys) 
$50 Donation from Lola Caldwell (in Memory of Patricia Keys) 

RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the Board of Estimate 
and Apportionment and authorizes the Treasurer to deposit the donations into account A.2705.07 
Summer Camp Scholarships. 



CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 

By Ald. Johnson 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 
Ald. Tobin X

Ald Jean- 
Francois 

X

Sec'd by Ald. Green 
Ald. Johnson X

Date of Adoption: August 15, 2023 Ald. Wray X 

Ald. Kleiner X

Index No: 169-23 
Ald. Green X

Ald. Witt X

Ald. Masi X

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X

Total 
8 1 

Resolution Authorizing the Temporary Borrowing of $2,500,000 from the General Fund for the 
Parking Garage Project on South Street 

RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment and authorizes a temporary borrowing from the General Fund Balance in the amount of $2,500,000 
for the Parking Garage Project on South Street. 

The funds will be reimbursed to the General Fund by the NYS DASNY Grant given by Senator Skoufis. The funds 
will be assigned to Project Line H.5132.201 

FROM AMOUNT TO

General Fund Balance $2,500,000 

H.5132.201

A_2023_PARKING GARAGE - 
SOUTH ST NYS DASNY GRANT 
INFA 

ATTACHMENTS: 
Parking Garage.pdf 



CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 

By Ald. Jean-Francois 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 
Ald. Tobin X

Ald Jean- 
Francois 

X

Sec'd by Ald. Masi 
Ald. Johnson X

Date of Adoption: August 15, 2023 Ald. Wray X 

Ald. Kleiner X

Index No: 170-23 
Ald. Green X

Ald. Witt X

Ald. Masi X

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X

Total 
8 1 

Resolution Authorizing Short-Term Borrowing in the Amount of $25,193,982 

RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the Board of Estimate 
and Apportionment and authorizes $25,193,982 in the following manner: 

2023 Prior BAN renewal: $12,963,248 

2023 BAN new monies: $12,930,734 



  

 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
 
 
 

THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By Ald. Tobin 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 
Ald. Tobin X    

Ald Jean- 
Francois 

X    

Sec'd by Ald. Johnson 
Ald. Johnson X    

Date of Adoption: August 15, 2023 Ald. Wray    X 

Ald. Kleiner X    

Index No: 171-23 
Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

 
Total 

8   1 

 

Resolution Authorizing a $669,952.91 Budget Transfer to Reimburse the Water Fund 
 

RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment and authorizes the Treasurer to transfer $669,952.91, in the following manner, to reimburse the 
water fund for a completed project. 

 
FROM AMOUNT TO 

H.0959.900   

High lift Pump Project 
Reimburse water fund for project $669,952.91 

H.9500.905 
Interfund Transfer to Water Fund 

completed   



  

 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
 
 
 

THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By Ald. Masi 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 
Ald. Tobin X    

Ald Jean- 
Francois 

X    

Sec'd by Ald. Tobin 
Ald. Johnson X    

Date of Adoption: August 15, 2023 Ald. Wray    X 

Ald. Kleiner X    

Index No: 172-23 
Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

 
Total 

8   1 

 

Resolution Authorizing Budget Transfer totaling $59,179 to Cover Some of the Costs of the 2023- 
2024 Capital Expenditure Plan 

 

RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment and authorizes the Treasurer to transfer $59,179, in the following manner, to cover some of the 
costs of the 2023-2024 Capital Expenditure Plan; 

FROM AMOUNT TO 
H.0975.900 
 
City Welcome Signage 

 
$ 1,914 

 

H.0901.470 
 
City Hall Rear Vestibule Project 
Repairs To Building 

 
$ 24,333 

H.0879.900 
 
Bonacic Legislat Grnt. General 
Expense 

 
$ 600 

H.0966.900 
 
Restore Ny Grant 2018 

 
$ 380 

 



  

H.0803.200 
 
Police/Fire Generator.Other 
Equipment 

 
$ 5,110 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
H.7110.212 
A_2023 P&R Addition Maple 
Hill Pool Splash Pad LI 

H.0970.201 
 
Police Vehicles 

 
$ 1,146 

H.0969.201 
 
Fire Engine & Ladder Trucks 

 
$ 2,053 

H.0976.200 
 
Paramount Sound/Fire Alarm 
Systems 

 
$ 23,336 

H.0748.200 
 
Paint Machine Street 

 
$ 218 

H.0731.200 
 
Fire-Self Contained Breathing 
Apparatus.Other Equipment 

 
$ 464 

H.0763.200 
 
Davidge Playground 
Equiptment.Other Equipment 

 
$ 72 

H.0950.900 
 
Cr 108/78 
Round-A-Bout 

 
 
$ 93 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
Finance Office Transfer Request.pdf 
Capital Expenditure Transfer.pdf 



  

 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
 
 
 

THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By Ald. Witt 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 
Ald. Tobin X    

Ald Jean- 
Francois 

X    

Sec'd by Ald. Jean-Francois 
Ald. Johnson X    

Date of Adoption: August 15, 2023 Ald. Wray    X 

Ald. Kleiner X    

Index No: 173-23 
Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

 
Total 

8   1 

 

Resolution Authorizing a $1732.91 Payment to Don Paris for ARPA Consulting and Report Filing 
 

RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment and authorizes a $1732.91 payment to Don Paris for ARPA consulting and report filing. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment and authorizes the Treasurer to transfer $1,732.91, in the following manner, to cover 
the payment. 

 
FROM AMOUNT TO 
A.4785 ARPA $1732.91 A.1325.100 Finance-Personnel 

 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
Finance Office Transfer Request.pdf 



  

 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
 
 
 

THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By Ald. Green 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 
Ald. Tobin X    

Ald Jean- 
Francois 

X    

Sec'd by Ald. Kleiner 
Ald. Johnson X    

Date of Adoption: August 15, 2023 Ald. Wray    X 

Ald. Kleiner X    

Index No: 174-23 
Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

 
Total 

8   1 

 

Resolution Authorizing Street Closures for the 2023 Fire Department Parade 
 

RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown hereby authorizes the Chief of 
Police to close all necessary streets for the Fire Department Parade on Saturday, October 7, 2023, line 
up at 2:00PM on Highland Avenue, and step off at 3:00PM, finishing at Thrall Park. 



  

 

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

 
 
 
 

THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 
 
By Ald. Kleiner 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 
Ald. Tobin X    

Ald Jean- 
Francois 

X    

Sec'd by Ald. Green 
Ald. Johnson X    

Date of Adoption: August 15, 2023 Ald. Wray    X 

Ald. Kleiner X    

Index No: 175-23 
Ald. Green X    

Ald. Witt X    

Ald. Masi X    

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X    

 
Total 

8   1 

 

Resolution Awarding the Mountain Avenue and High Barney Road Water Tank Replacement to 
DN Tanks, LLC of New York 

 
RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown concurs with the Board of Estimate 
and Apportionment and awards the Mountain Avenue and High Barney Road Water Tank Replacement 
to the lowest qualified bidder, DN Tanks, LLC of New York as follows: 

 
The Mountain A venue water storage tank replacement will be awarded in the amount of $3,998,560 to 
DN Tanks. 

 
The High Barney water storage tank replacement will be awarded in the amount of $2,864,250 to DN 
Tanks. This is exclusive of add alternate number 1, which was declined by the City. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
REQUEST FOR RESOLUTION- AWARD WATER TANKS PROJ- MOUNTAIN AVE AND HIGH 
BARNEY.pdf 



CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
RECORD OF VOTE 

THE FOLLOWING WAS PRESENTED 

By Ald. Masi 

Names Ayes Noes Abstain Absent 
Ald. Tobin X

Ald Jean- 
Francois 

X

Sec'd by Ald. Johnson 
Ald. Johnson X

Date of Adoption: August 15, 2023 Ald. Wray X 

Ald. Kleiner X

Index No: 
Ald. Green X

Ald. Witt X

Ald. Masi X

Pres. 
Rodrigues 

X

Total 
8 1 

Resolution Authorizing the Accounts be Audited, Claims Adjusted, and the Treasurer be 
Authorized to Issue Warrants for their Payment 

I MOVE THE ACCOUNTS BE AUDITED, THE CLAIMS ADJUSTED AND THE 

TREASURER BE AUTHORIZED TO ISSUE WARRANTS FOR THEIR PAYMENTS 




